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PM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
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AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 

CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3074 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: GUERRILLAS INVEST LALIBELA 

1. EMBASSY HAS CONPIRMED REPORT RECEIVED 1600 HOURS LOCAL MARCH 
14 THAT 400-600 GUERRILLAS, BELIEVED LED BY DEJ. BERHAN-MESKEL 
DESTA, INVESTING LALIBELA (LASTA); BURNED ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES 
AIRCRAPT; KILLED ONE AND WOUNDED ANOTHER EAL WORKER; AND, AT 
THIS WRITING, MOVING TOWARD CENTER OP TOWN IN DIRECTION HOTEL 
SEVEN OLIVES, WHERE ONE EX-PCV (DEE MCCLURG), ONE USAID OPFICER 
(TED MORSE), AND WIPE OP "FOSTER PARENTS" VOLAG DIRECTOR 
(PEINBERG) CURRENTLY LOCATED. 

2. ACCORDING RELIABLE SOURCE, REGULAR EAL PLIGHT 232 TERMINATED 
LALIBELA APPROXIMATELY 1000 HOURS LOCAL MARCH 14 AS SCHEDULED. 
ON BOARD WERE ONE CAPTAIN, ONE PIRST OPFICER, ONE FLIGHT 
ATTENDANT, ONE CAA INSPECTOR AND TWO PASSENGERS. AIRCRAFT (DC-3) 
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CAA INSPECTOR MORTALLY WOUNDED IN SHOOTING AND ELIGHT ATTENDANT 
SERIOUSLY INJURED. PASSENGERS, CAPTAIN AND EIRST OFEICER UNHURT. 
INSURGENTS RELEASED CAPTAIN. EAL HAS BEEN TOLD THAT AIRPORT 
"HEAVILY DAMAGED" BUT, GIVEN NATURE LALIBELA EACILITY, MEANING 
OE THIS IS UNCLEAR. 

3. AT APPROXIMATELY 1630 HOURS LOCAL, ADDIS UNITED TOURING 
COMPANY RECEIVED RADIO REPORT PROM ITS COUNTERPART IN LALIBELA 
THAT ETHIOPIAN PARATROOPERS ARE DROPPING ON LALIBELA AIRPORT. 
EMBASSY HAS NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM THAT REPORT. INSURGENT 
PORCE STILL MOVING TOWARDS TOWN, WHICH CIVILIANS PRECIPITOUSLY 
EVACUATING. 

4. EAL AND ETHIOPIAN AIR PORCE HAVE EACH SENT CHOPPER TO 
LALIBELA WHICH NOT RPT NOT EXPECTED ARRIVE TONIGHT BUT WILL 

BE POSITIONED IN DESSIE. CHOPPERS INTENDED TO EVACUATE CASUALTIES 
WHICH MAY RESULT FROM FIGHTING. EAL NEEDS TO TAKE OUT INJURED 
PLIGHT ATTENDANT ASAP, PAILING WHICH HE MAY DIE. 

5. REPORT REACHING US VIA ADDIS/LALIBELA RADIO LINK BETWEEN 
"DOOLEY'S TRAVELS", WHICH AGENT POR SEVEN OLIVES HOTEL, AND 
ITS REP THERE STATE THAT GUERRILLAS LIKELY INTENDED CLEAN OUT 
HOTEL, PARTICULARLY CASH, BUT THAT HOTEL MANAGER PEELS HIS 
AMERICAN GUESTS UNLIKELY BE HARMED IN PROCESS. THIS WAS BEPORE 
WE RECEIVED WORD PARAS BEING DROPPED ON AIRPORT AND WE ASSUME 
AMERICANS IN QUESTION WILL JOIN OTHER CIVILIANS AND REMOVE 
THEMSELVES PROM SCENE OP POSSIBLY INCIPIENT CLASH. 

6. TWO ETHIOPIAN AIR PORCE JETS REPORTED CIRCLING AREA BUT 
LANDING STRIP SUCH THAT BURNED OUT DC-3 MAY PRECLUDE ITS USE 
BY ANYTHING OTHER THAN ROTARY- WING AIRCRAFT UNTIL WRECK IS 
REMOVED. 
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